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International Workers Memorial Day 28th April 2020 – Statement from Unite North East Health Branch 
 
Workers Memorial Day takes place annually around the World on the 28th April as an international day of 
remembrance and action for workers killed, disabled, injured or made unwell by their work. 
 
Each year internationally over two million workers die as a result of work. 
 
On average one worker dies every fifteen seconds somewhere in our world. 
 
There is work going on continually to improve conditions for workers, and the Trade Union movement 
plays a big role in ensuring the safety of workers. Your Health & Safety Representatives have a legal right to 
be consulted on and be a part of the ongoing drive to make your workplace a safe place to work. Much of 
this goes on behind the scenes, and we must be ready to fight to keep the laws which protect us at work. 
 
Now, in 2020, in the midst of an ongoing crisis never before seen, it is important to remember workers and 
the new risks they are taking each and every day. Our Key workers are out there, in health, retail, local 
government, passenger transport, education, and the wider supply chain.  
 
These people are at work to safeguard lives and enable you to stay at home safely. 
 
Despite often being poorly paid, these workers continue to put their lives on the line, so that you don’t 
have to. However this is not without risk, by being in the very front line our workers are unavoidably 
exposed to the coronavirus, have become sick, and many have sadly died.  
 
Our colleagues taken from us before their time will be forever in our hearts and minds, and we will 
remember the sacrifices they made for us and be mindful of the risks our Key workers take each and every 
day. 
 
So today on International Workers Memorial Day 
 
We praise our Key workers. We demand that they are kept safe at work.  
 
We remember those we have lost and celebrate their lives because: 
 
 

They stepped up.  They kept us safe.  They died for Us. 
 
 
 
David Donohue 
Branch Secretary 
Unite the Union – North East Health Branch 
 

Unite for a better World – follow us on Facebook @TheySteppedUp 


